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For the past couple of weeks, hglr
second and third graders’ new- ﬁ £ ><

reflex angle: adjacent angles  opposite angle:

est unit involves acute, obtuse i
and right angles. They have
found a new love in drawing,
measuring and reading angles on a protractor, as
well as drawing circles with a compass.

Such a thoughtful gesture of Shayna Schwartz, 7th
grade TASA Student, to donate a brand new porta-
ble sports net with money she received from her Bat
Mitzvah.
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Grade 1 - Chumash Class Update

By Rabby Levi Grossbaum

The atmosphere in our classroom is filled with excite-
ment, as the stu-
dents are study-
ing the words of
the Chumash for
their first time.
They are slowly
and proudly ac-
quiring the skills
of how to learn
on their own, and
opening up their
minds to new
learning fron-
tiers.

The Kita Aleph
has completed a
full "perek" (chapter 12), and has moved on to the
next section in the Chumash. They have familiarized
themselves with some Chumash basics, and are now
working on Chumash skills with a focus on Hebrew
prefixes and are beginning to learn the suffixes as
well. In addition, they are memorizing many common
root words found in Chumash (shorashim). They are
learning how to identify the root words, as well as the
prefixes and suffixes (sometimes a tricky feat) and
they have become aware of which letters are com-
monly dropped from root words when surrounded by
prefixes and suffixes.

Lastly, and maybe most importantly, they are spend-
ing time on perfecting their reading skills, by knowing
every Hebrew letter and vowels, understanding the
exceptions to the rules and practicing on reading
with their partners.

It has been a wonderful start of the year and with G-
d’s help it will get even better.
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What’s New TASA Crew!

FROM THE DEAN’S DESK

Investments and Dividens
Parshat Lech Lecha

This week we read the beautiful portion

of Lech Lecha in which Avram and Sarai
are commanded to leave home and begin |
their journey and destiny. The Torah says
"Lech Lecha... V'Esecha L'Goy Gadol,
V'avarechecha, V'Agadla Shemecha
Vheye Bracha". Hashem speaks to Avram and says "go
on this journey that | command you... | will make you into
a great nation, | will make your name great, and | will
bless you, and you will be a blessing".

The understanding of the verse according to the commen-
tary Rashi (France 1040-1106) is the following: G-d is
addressing three specific concerns that they had. Travel
and being on the road contributes to (1) not being able to
establish a family (2) low income and great travel expens-
es (3) not being able to establish a reputation and name.
As such, Hashem addresses these three concerns in the
following manner (1) | will make you into a great nation,
you will be blessed with children (2) | will bless you with
wealth, (3) | will make your name great. The Chizkuni
(France 13th Century-Rabbi Chizkiyahu ben Manoach)
sees in this verse another guarantee, that G-d would be
there for Avram as a friend and supporter, as when one
travels he has no support from family and friends.

Let us imagine what was going on in Avram's mind. He
was 75 years old, his wife Sarai was 65, and they were
childless. While they had built a reputation for being
teachers of monotheism and G-dliness, they were now
being asked to leave it all behind and start all over. What
a scary and life altering move! For most Jewish people, as
they age and enter the golden years, the greatest concern
is the legacy they will leave behind. While financial suc-
cess is very important, of even greater importance is the
Nachas (joy) of our family, the blessing of seeing our chil-
dren, grandchildren, and possible great-grandchildren
following in the tradition and beliefs of our people.

A number of years back at my father's seventieth birthday
gathering, | was sitting with my father and schmoozing, as
the many, many grandchildren B"H were running around
and making quite a ruckus. | asked my father the follow-
ing. "Ta, was this the plan all along, to have a huge family
with so many observant children, grandchildren?".

You see, my parents did grow up Orthodox. They were
both secular Jews, and together they became Balei
Teshuva (returnees to Judaism) in their 20's. My father
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responded "actually, the goal was just to learn a little bit
more about our own faith so we could give our children
more Judaism than what we got. | never imagined that we
would be blessed with nine children and so many grand-
children (and now great-grandchildren)". His response
touched me. They began a journey together, made sacri-
fices for what they believed in, sent their children to Jew-
ish schools, did their best to educate them in the traditions
of Yiddishkeit, and four decades later they were seeing
the dividends of their investment.

Living a dedicated, committed Jewish life is challenging.
Educating our children in Jewish schools is expensive and
difficult. Making the tough choices of what we allow our
children to be exposed to and engaged in, is no easy
task. But like Avram and Sarai, G-d commands each and
everyone of us "Lech Lecha" go forth on your own spiritu-
al journey. While the task is certainly daunting, we have
Hashem's blessing that we WILL be successful, we WILL
be blessed, we WILL see joy and Nachas from our fami-
lies. We just need to be brave enough to leave our com-
fort zone behind and Lech Lecha.

Shabbat Shalom!
Rabbi Y. Marrus
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